
 

 

 

June 10, 2014 

 

Dear Brothers: 

Attached is a translation of an announcement that will be released in Chinese along with Congressman 
Joe Pitts' statement in the Congressional Record. Per the co-workers’ fellowship in Philadelphia, we are 
making this announcement available to the churches now and will formally release it to a major Chinese 
newspaper in North America, World Journal. The publication dates for the editions in various cities in the 
United States and Canada are listed below. Please announce this to the churches in your area and to the 
Chinese-speaking saints in particular. In addition, the statement will appear in the weekend edition of 
World Journal now scheduled for publication on June 22. 

On May 28, a highly publicized murder took place in China, and Chinese government agencies quickly 
linked the case to the Almighty God cult (AGC). At the same time, reports in official government news 
outlets identified Witness Lee as the head of "the Shouters," which they refer to as one of the top evil 
cults in China. The government also said that the AGC is an “offshoot" of the so-called Shouters. China's 
official Anti-Cult Association has now reported that Living Stream Ministry, Taiwan Gospel Book Room 
and the Hong Kong Bible Research and Education Centre are the centers of Witness Lee's cultic 
movement. This most recent government listing of cults also associates Watchman Nee with the start of 
"the Shouters." As far as we are aware, this is the first time this accusation has been made publicly. 

This Congressional Record announcement comes at a very crucial time. New believers in the Lord's 
recovery may be affected by news of the murder case being linked to groups the Chinese government 
associates with our ministry.  

Please continue to pray for the DCP work to clear the names of Brothers Nee and Lee from any 
connection to evil cults in the Chinese-speaking world so that the ministry may be made available to all of 
God’s people. 

Below are the publication dates for the announcement in World Journal: 

Boston - 6/13 (Fri.) Vancouver - 6/14 (Sat.) 
San Francisco 6/13 (Fri.) New York – 6/15 (Sun.) 
Atlanta - 6/14 (Sat.) Washington D.C. – 6/15 (Sun.) 
Chicago - 6/14 (Sat.)  Hawaii – 6/21 (Sat.) 
Philadelphia - 6/14 (Sat.)  Las Vegas – 6/21 (Sat.) 
Seattle - 6/14 (Sat.)  Los Angeles - 6/21 (Sat.) 
Texas (all of) - 6/14 (Sat.) San Diego – 6/21 (Sat.) 
Toronto - 6/14 (Sat.)  

 

The two-page announcement will be published in the weekend edition of World Journal in Los Angeles, 
New York, San Francisco, Toronto, and Vancouver on June 22, 2014. 

 

DCP Serving Ones 

 

Enclosure 1: Announcement to appear in World Journal. 

Enclosure 2: Congressional Record statement by Congressman Pitts (right-hand column in enclosure 1) 

Enclosure 3: Press Release in English (left-hand column in enclosure 1)  







 

A United States Congressman Honors Chinese Christian Teachers 

Watchman Nee and Witness Lee 

Affirms their outstanding contribution to Christianity 

Calls on the Chinese government to recognize their extraordinary accomplishments 

far beyond China 

 

 

On April 29, 2014, Mr. Joe Pitts, a senior member of the United States Congress, entered 

a statement in the Congressional Record honoring the contribution of the Chinese 

theologian and evangelist Witness Lee to Christianity all over the globe. Joe Pitts noted 

that Watchman Nee’s story and accomplishments have been well-known in the Western 

world and his contribution was acknowledged four years ago through another member of 

the United States Congress, Chris Smith. However, Witness Lee, who continued Nee’s 

ministry and publications outside of China and spread it overseas, was less known. 

Therefore, Joe Pitts entered a statement into the Congressional Record in order to honor 

the outstanding contribution of this faithful servant of God. 

 

Born in Yantai, Shandong Province, Witness Lee (1905-1997), a close co-worker of 

Watchman Nee, began to correspond with Nee in 1925 and then began to labor together 

with him in 1932. When it became apparent in 1949 that the political situation was about 

to change in China, Watchman Nee insisted that Witness Lee emigrate to carry out their 

work in Taiwan and throughout the Far East and to establish the Taiwan Gospel Book 

Room. Witness Lee brought their ministry to Taiwan, and from there spread it to the 

Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Japan, Korea, and Australasia. In the early 

1960s, he established Living Stream Ministry in Los Angeles, through which the ministry 

was brought to the English-speaking world as well as to South America, Europe, and 

Africa. Today the number of local churches under the leading of Lee’s ministry exceeds 

4000 with more than 400,000 believers. A new Bible translation, the Holy Bible 

Recovery Version, was translated under the leadership of Witness Lee. It has been 

published by Taiwan Gospel Book Room and Living Stream Ministry into many 

languages, including English, Chinese, Spanish, Korean, Russian, Japanese, Portuguese, 

Thai, and French. It is the first study Bible produced mainly by a native-born Chinese 

that meets the international standard. 

 

As early as in 2009, Witness Lee’s story had already received the attention of the 

government of the Republic of China (Taiwan). Academia Historica, the official agency 

documenting the country’s history, researched Witness Lee and published their findings 

in a book entitled, Christ and the Church—a Collection of Interviews concerning Mr. Li 

Changshou, to commemorate and highlight his accomplishments in the field of religion. 

The book says, “After surveying the entire field, we felt that Witness Lee (1905-1997) 

was our top choice. Witness Lee was proper in his faith and practiced what he preached. 

The assembly that he labored for is a group that cannot be dismissed lightly by history” 

(p. 31 in the Chinese edition). 

 



The book also confirms the contributions Witness Lee and the churches under his leading 

make to the society and the country, “The power of religion is great; it can not only 

cultivate and change the character and destiny of an individual but also uplift and deeply 

influence the progress and development of a society, a country, and even all of humanity. 

Even though Witness Lee did not possess the fame or influence of the movers and 

shakers in Taiwan, he quietly labored to nurture and cultivate the virtues of those around 

him. His influence began with uplifting the virtues of the believers in his group and 

spread imperceptibly to all the other people around them. Still, the contribution to the 

country was real and significant. The longer the history of the local churches becomes, 

the more Witness Lee’s influence spreads, even, as it has now, to the whole world. This is 

a quiet miracle that did not draw the attention of men” (p. 34 in the Chinese edition). 

 

This quiet miracle has been happening simultaneously in many places around the world, 

which of course includes China. Even though members of the churches in China who 

appreciate the ministry of Nee and Lee have been among the most harshly persecuted, it 

is estimated that there may be two million believers who are quiet contributors to the 

society and to the country of China despite the misunderstandings they have sustained. 

For this reason Joe Pitts called upon the Chinese government not to view Watchman Nee 

and Witness Lee from a political perspective and instead grasp the obvious opportunity to 

further improve its image and reputation in the international community by taking 

national pride in the two of its own, who have had extraordinary impact far beyond the 

Chinese-speaking world.  

 

Recently, due to a fatal beating in Shandong by members of the Almighty God cult, 

various media raised the public’s concern over the matter of cults. Some media outlets 

again repeated baseless and erroneous assertions linking the local churches, Witness 

Lee’s publication entities—Living Stream Ministry and Taiwan Gospel Book Room—

and the Hong Kong Bible Research and Education Centre with the Shouters (which is 

identified by the Chinese government as a cult) and slandering the ministry of Witness 

Lee with untruths. We would herewith make three clarifications with regard to this matter: 

one, neither the ministry of Witness Lee nor the local churches have anything to do with 

the Shouters or any other group identified by the Chinese government as a cult; two, the 

local churches strongly condemn any violent activities that harm the order in society, and 

they support government efforts to address such unlawful elements according to Chinese 

law; and three, believers in the local churches, in fulfilling their duty as citizens, will 

continue to endeavor to live in peace with all men and to join in the effort to produce a 

harmonious society. 


	Letter to the Brothers 2014-06-10
	Attachment 1 World Journal Ad
	Attachment 2 WL Congressional Record
	Attachment 3 Press Release English



